February 6, 2019
Roger Friteof Nelson † Sept. 28, 1941 -- Jan. 12, 2019

Dear Friend of Roger Nelson:
It is with a great sense of loss that I bring you the sad news of Roger Nelson's death. Roger entered into
the Lord's presence peacefully under loving hospice care on January 12, 2019.
Our previous letter (February 9, 2018) updated you on Roger's decision in mid 2017 to discontinue his
drama ministry due to his struggle with memory loss. In September 2017 Roger moved into an assistedliving facility near Wheaton, Illinois. A few months later he was diagnosed with dementia. This prompted
Roger's move in the Spring of 2018 to the Seattle area to be close to family. He moved into a nice
memory care facility there where he received attentive and devoted care until his passing.
During his final days Roger's sister, Joan, visited him daily. Though Roger slipped in and out of
consciousness, Joan observed many encouraging signs that he was "in touch" with the Lord. Joan shared
that a few days before his death she observed one of Roger's Christian nurses praying fervently at his
bedside. As the nurse left the room Joan heard Roger whisper a faint "Hallelujah."
As Roger's friend and brother in Christ for over 35 years I will miss him deeply. For all these years we
lived only a short distance from each other and visited frequently. We shared countless meals together,
times of prayer, singing, laughter, tears, years in a men's bible study/support group, Billy Graham phone
counseling center, TFOJW board meetings, USC football games, bike rides and many road trips.
Over the years I've seen his Wesley and Saint Patrick plays dozens of times. Every performance was
professionally given with the true ring of the gospel and Christian message. Many met Christ through
these performances and through Roger's ministry.
As we grieve the loss of our loved one let us also rejoice together that Roger has entered into the presence
of the Lord for a joyful eternity.
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US AT ROGER'S PASADENA AREA MEMORIAL SERVICE:

Saturday, March 2nd, 2019 at 11:00 am
The Lee Chapel
Pasadena First Church of the Nazarene (PazNaz)
3700 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107
**RSVP TO ROBMYERS@AOL.COM or call/text Robert Myers at 626-695-0027
(A lunch reception will follow in PazNaz Reed Hall Room 246)
Whether or not you plan to attend the memorial service we would love to receive your thoughts and
memories of Roger at the above email address. We may read some of these at the service and include
them in our memorial brochure.
Years ago Roger requested that when his ministry ended we pass the mantle to BJ Johnston, a longtime
close friend of Roger's who has performed "The Man From Aldersgate" play over 520 times during the
past 12 years in six countries and 33 states. It is with great joy that we have the opportunity to keep
Roger's vision alive through such a talented and committed Christian actor. We've included his ministry
brochure in this letter. BJ's website: http://www.kareproductions.com. Gifts to BJ's ministry can be
made via Outreach Center Church: https://www.occnwa.com/give Designate: BJ & Karen Johnston.
We are also in the process of transferring our 501(c)3 nonprofit to the "James Padgett Ministries
Association." James is a former pastor, Bible College teacher and missionary with an MDiv from
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Ministry from Fuller Seminary. He is also
a long-time friend of Roger's who is gifted in evangelism and who has been extraordinarily fruitful in
leading hundreds to Christ each year through street ministry, neighborhood outreach and everyday
encounters. He also teaches church seminars and personal/group training on evangelism-related topics.
James can be reached at Jamespad29@hotmail.com where Paypal donations can also be sent.
And we are pleased that Roger's website www.A1ManPlay.com will soon be revived as a Memorial Page
for Roger and his ministry. You can post comments/memories and contact us or the above ministries
through the website. We look forward to hearing from you.
Yours in Christ,
Robert Myers - The Friends of John Wesley

